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WILLY T. RIBBS
Ribbs, a native of San Jose, made his American racing debut at Long Beach in the Formula Atlantic 

Series in 1978 and won the Atlantic pole in 1982. Ribbs also competed at Long Beach twice in Indy 

Cars. In 1991, he was the first African-American driver to qualify for the Indianapolis 500. His 

racing career also includes such accolades as being named Rookie of the Year in the 1983 Trans-

Am Series, a series in which he won 17 races during his career. Ribbs also was named the IMSA 

GTO Series Driver of the Year in 1987 and 1988, and he has raced in NASCAR and the Craftsman 

Truck Series. 
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